
 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Harford Hills Elementary School believes  that all students can meet with success when they 
are provided a safe, engaging, and rigorous learning environment. Our school community will 
work together to challenge all students to achieve. We will prepare our students for the 
demands and opportunities of the 21st century by promoting academic excellence, fostering 
appreciation of diversity, encouraging lifelong learning, and producing caring, respectful, 
responsible citizens. 

January 2023-February 2023 The Chanticleer 
Harford Hills Elementary School 

“Striving for Excellence” 

A MESSAGE FROM MS. STEPNEY 

Hello Harford Hills Families, 

Happy New Year!! It is hard to believe that 2023 is here. Now that we have gotten all 
the fun out of the way and enjoyed some wonderful holiday cheer, it is time for us to 
get back into the swing of things and focus on transitioning back to school. Students 
have had ten days to rest, recharge, relax, and refuel for 2023. The second marking 
period ends on January 17th and report cards will be accessible through FOCUS on Jan-
uary 25th at 4pm. Please continue to encourage your children to get plenty of rest, 
study hard, and eat well-balanced meals so that learning is at a premium. We need stu-
dents to attend school daily and be active learners. 

We want to also emphasize the importance of students’ daily attendance. It is critical 
for students to maximize their learning and the best way they can do that is by being 
present every day. Please help us by getting  your child(ren) to school regularly and on 
time. If they are sick or not feeling well, we certainly understand. Our wonderful Nurse 
Fleischmann is always available should you need to consult on the health and wellbeing 
of your child. We want the nest for your children and strongly believe that they gain the 
most from being in school everyday. Thank you for your help and support in this regard. 
In addition, as the weather changes, please make sure your children dress for the 
weather.  

My New Year’s wish for everyone is to enjoy a year of health, wellness, happiness and 
achievement! It is truly my honor and privilege to serve as the principal of Harford Hills 
Elementary School.  

Lesley Stepney, Principal 

Kelsie Singleton, Assistant Principal 

School Office: 443-809-5236 

Health Suite: 443-809-7359 

Harford Hills website: 

http://harfordhillses.bcps.org 

PTA President: Angel Brzozowski 

AngelPTA2223@gmail.com 



 

Important Dates To Remember : 

January 
January 3 Schools Reopen 

January 10 Art Club * 

Jan 11 24 Club * 

January 12 TEAM BCPS Day (wear blue)  

Jan 13 Student Council * 

January 16 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day -School and Offices Closed  

January 17 Second marking period ends -School Closed 3 hours early  

January 18 Battle of the Books * 

January 23 Schools Closed to students -Systemwide Professional Development Day 

January 24 Art Club * 

January 25 Report cards available after 4pm 

January 25 24 Club * 

January 27 Student Council * 

 

February  

February 1 Battle of the Books * 

February 8 Class Pictures 

February 8 24 Club * 

February 10 Student Council * 

February 14 Happy Valentines Day (Wear Red) 

February 15 Battle of the Books * 

February 20  Presidents’ Day, Washington’s Birthday -School and  Offices Closed  

February 22 24 Club * 

February 24 Student Council * 

* Denotes school clubs 



 WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TO HELP THE NURSE CARE FOR THEIR CHILD 

How to stop the spread of influenza, COVID and upper respiratory infections: 

* The single best way to protect against the flu is to get vaccinated each flu season 

* Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

* While sick, limit contact with others to prevent the spread of infection. Students and staff should stay home 
when sick until at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever or signs of a fever (chills, feeling very 
warm, flushed appearance, or sweating) without the use of fever reducing medicine. 

* Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw it in the trash after you use it 
and wash your hands. 

* Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use 
an alcohol-based hand rub. 

* Avoid touching your eyes, nose and moth. Germs spread this way.  

* Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with germs that can cause respiratory 
illnesses like flu. 

* Flu shots can be obtained at healthcare provider offices, local grocery stores, pharmacies and through the 
Baltimore County Health Department.  

BCPS ICLEMENT WEATHER INFORMATION 

As the weather begins to turn we would like to remind parents about our inclement weather procedures. In case 
of inclement weather, please note that the BCPS weather information number is 443-809-5555. Weather delays 
and closings are also announced on local TV and radio stations (WBAL 1090 AM, WYPR at 88.1 FM, and the cable 
TV Education channel at Comcast cable 773 and Verizon FiOS 35) and are posted on the BCPS website 
(www.bcps.org). The delayed opening and early closing procedures are listed below and are published in The 
Harford Hills Elementary School Family Handbook. 

* If schools open one hour late, the first bell will ring at 9:40 AM 

* If schools open two hours late, the first bell will ring at 10:00AM 

* If schools close three hours early, lunch will be served to kindergarten through grade 5 students. School 
dismissal time for all students will be 12:35PM. All bus riders will go on their assigned school bus. There will 
be no afternoon pre-kindergarten.  

* If schools close two hours early, the same procedure as above will be followed except the school dismissal 
time will be 1:35PM. There will be no afternoon pre-kindergarten.  

Families will not be called if all Baltimore County Public Schools close early. Families will be called if Harford 
Hills Elementary is the only school that closed early. Therefore, it is a good idea to check the news throughout 
the day for updated information about schools closings. BE SURE THAT YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL EMERGENCYY 
FORMS IS UP–TO-DATE. The school will use this information for dismissal purposes when ALL Baltimore County 
Schools close early. 

CLOSINGS, DELAYS, CANCELLATIONS, AND POSTPONEMENTS 
    BCPS Telephone Information - 443-809-5555 

    BCPS Web Home Page (www.bcps.org) links to page displaying emergency announcements 

    BCPS TV, Comcast Cable Channel 73 and Verizon Fios Channel 35 

    Local radio and television stations 

    Schools-out.com 

    BCPS Now for Android and iOS 



 

SCHOOL MESSENGER CALLS TO PARENTS 

Parents/Guardians will sometimes receive a call and/or email form the school system, Ms. Stepney, or 
other school staff members for the purpose of providing important information. This is an automated 
system that allows us to make one call or send one email, that goes out to either homes of all students 
or to the homes of selected students. We appreciate you listening to or reading the messages.  

ATTENDANCE PHONE SYSTEM 

Harford Hills/BCPS utilizes the NTI communication phone system to call parents/guardians when a 
student is absent. This automated system will automatically call families every morning, after 
10am, when your child is absent. We need your active support to achieve our school goals, and your 
children need your help to attend school every day and to arrive on time. Providing a safe, support-
ive, and positive learning environment for your children is paramount. We appreciate all that you 
do for your children, and we look forward to working as a team to improve achievement for all stu-
dents.  

ABSENCE NOTES 

When students are absent from school, it is important that upon their return, they bring an absence 
note informing the teacher of the reason for their absence. Without a note, the absence is marked 
“unexcused”. We are required to code students’ records, so without a note, the absence must be  
coded as unexcused. For example, if your child was sick, you can simply state in the note,  “My child 
was absent for the past three days because he/she was sick.”  Please remember to sign and date the 
note. If your child has gone to a doctor for an appointment, please remember to get a doctor’s note 
and the absence can then be coded as excused.  
 

The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) is 
providing local school systems with the option to repurpose 
inclement weather days as virtual school days. The BCPS 
draft plan was presented to the Board of Education on  
October 11 and then submitted to MSDE for approval. MSDE 
approved BCPS' plan on November 10. 
 
These virtual instruction days will count towards the  
minimum required days of instruction under Maryland law. 
The Virtual Inclement Weather Day Plan applies to the 
2022-2023 school year only. 

VIRTUAL INCLEMENT WEATHER DAY PLAN 



 

THE VIRTUES PROJECT 

Most Virtuous Person Program 
 
During the second quarter of the school year, our MVP program will focus on the following 
virtues: flexibility, thankfulness, creativity and forgiveness. We will be defining the virtues 
in the following way: 
 
Flexibility: 
* Staying calm when you don’t get what you want 
* Listening and being open to the opinions and feelings of others 
* Trying new ways when something does not work 
 
Thankfulness: 
* Being grateful for what you have 
* Appreciating the little things that happen around you every day. 
 
Creativity: 
* Using your imagination to bring something new into the world 
* Seeing something in a new way and/or finding a different way to solve a problem. 
 
Forgiveness: 
* Giving someone another chance after they have done something wrong 
* Knowing that everyone makes mistakes 
* Showing understanding instead of taking revenge 
 
We will be discussing these ideas with students, why it is important to demonstrate these 
virtues, and ways to practice these virtues. Students will be hearing about these virtues on 
morning announcements and during their classroom meetings. We encourage you to join us 
in discussing and reinforcing these idea at home in the community. We thank you for your 
continued support with this important school wide program. 



 

Teacher  October 

Haacke 
 AM: Zahra Wiggins 

 PM: Adrianne Gitau 

Marschall 
 Kori Knight 

 Easton Lo  

Meri  
 Jose Guzman Poling 

 Greta Nichols 

Turner 

 Ryan Hazel 

 Kameron Baskerville 

Mori 

 Alexander Smith 

 Aabru Ashraf 

Daniels 
 Alex Hazel 

 Emily Garcia Por llo 

Waugh 
 Tessa Addison 

 Cayden Carter 

Calabrese 
 Kush Dave 

 Daisy Eluagu 

Hunt 
 Blair Smith 

 Selah Tuck 

Fitzgerald 
 Liam Conner 

 Alex Gurung 

Hall 
 Kaiden Cowger-Lee 

 Jonathan Turnage 

Howard 
 Orlah Stewart 

 Maddison Famolaro 

Asher 
 Khai Le 

 Isabelle Neat 

McNulty 
 Kaylani Turner 

 James Durna Por llo 

Shuster 
 Sadie Yokubinas 

 Elliot DaCunha 

Aponte 
 Violet Tomaszewski 

 Ma hew Abraham 

Lugenbeel 
 Morgan Randall 

 Liam Gitau 

Rose 
 Richard Layden 

 Kaylyn Klinedinst 

Instrumental Music 

 M:  Aliyat Odutola 

 A:  Ethan Birkenbach 

 S: Davon Eluagu 

 Band: Kaylyn Klinedinst 

Art 

 KT-Esther Dada 

 KMa-Shyloh Baskerville 

 KMe-Ameer Al-Baya  

  

 D1- Camary Daughton 

 M1- Patricio Sanchez Gargallo 

 W1-Aubrey Quaty 

  

 2C - Naima Gilliam 

 2H-Alan Milian Perez 

  

Vocal Music 

 KT-Layla Cox 

 KMa-Sincere Walton 

 KMe-Huck Dursa 

  

 1D-Brian Cunningham 

 1M-Merida Davis 

 1W-Cayden Carter 

  

 2C-Hunter Bush 

 2H-Camila Fernandez-Lopez 

  

Library 

 3F- Makenzie Metz 

 3Ha - Kaleb Herring 

 3Ho-Danny Butler 

  

 4M - Chol A 

 4F - Ibrahim Al- 

 4S- Glorianne Koissi 

  

 5A - Britany Liddard 

 5L - Lucas Rossi 

 5R: Richard Layden 

Phys. Ed. 

 3F- Zayden Darien 

 3Ha -Darasimi George  

 3Ho-Farhana Ahmmed 

  

 4M - Layla Morales 

 4F - Aiden Brown 

 4S-Ruby Bzozowski 

  

 5A - Ma hew Abraham 

 5L - Cheyanne Layden 

 5R:Dominic Vincent 



 

Haacke 
AM: Sawyer Corey 

PM: Lucas Deskin 

Marschall 

McKinley Starling 

Rayyan Rana 

Meri  
Camya Gordon 

Giovanni DeFrancesco 

Turner 

Royal'Miracle Rodriguez-
Andreeva 

Nola Lauterbach 

Mori 

Eva Prodey 

Kenneth Sanchez Paz 

Daniels 
Daven Eluagu 

Nathaniel Carlson 

Waugh 
Lucas Camacho- Lopez  

Willow Medina 

Calabrese 
Hunter Bush 

Harper Deskin 

Hunt 
Jackson Cole 

Stefanie Gomez 

Fitzgerald 
Dylan Rizo 

Tommy Green 

Hall 
Gwendalyn Hall 

Maksym Lipinski 

Howard 
Carley Thomas 

Penny Carlson 

Asher 
Angelica Serrano 

Kevin Kernes 

McNulty 
Layla Morales 

Rahf  Al Haddad 

Shuster 
Davon Eluagu 

Emily Hamburg 

Aponte 
Haley Dabirsiaghi 

Eyuel Mekbeb 

Lugenbeel 
Alanna DePalma 

Cheyanne Layden 

Rose 
Allison Otero Mendoza 

London Thompson 

Instrumental Music 

M:  Kaylani Turner 

F:  Leslie Sanchez Gargallo 

S: Lydia Ninos 

Band: Riley Sanders 

Art 

3F Dylan Rizo 

3ha Kaiden Cowger-Lee 

3ho Ta'liah Sample 

 

4s Aliyat  Odutola 

4f Hudson Billings 

4M Isabelle Neat 

 

5a Rumitha Ansari 

5l Morgan Randall 

5r Richard Layden 

Vocal Music 

3F-Zayden Darien 

3Ha-Jason Sharnas 

3Ho-Julian Almond 

 

4M-Kenneth Bandzwolek 

4F-Carson Sherman 

4S-James Por llo 

 

5A-Riley Sanders 

5L-Chris Oldewurtel 

5R-Ahmad Mitchell 

Library 

KT-  Eric Poremski 

KMa- Aniya Bruneau 

KMe-Ameer Al-Baya  

 

1D– Kree Davis 

1M- Henry Shacochis 

1W-  Oliver Papinikos 

 

2C- Kush Dave 

2H- Adrienne Hagner 

 

Phys. Ed. 

KT- Hayden Lugenbeel 

KMa- Sincere Walton 

KMe- Huck Dursa 

 

1D- Brian Cunningham 

1M- Patricio Sanchez-Gargallo 

1W- Aubrey Quaty 

 

2C- Jacob Hollingsworth 

2H- Selah Tuck 

 



 
Teacher December 

Haacke 
AM: Isabella Cherby 

PM: Greyson Cole 

Marschall 

Nastasyia Shell-Hinnon 

Elijah Cherby 

Meri  
Samari Pullen 

Ja'Onna Ferguson 

Turner 
Jaxson Layman 

Jordan Young 

Mori 

Rockwell Rolon 

Zoe Cro  

Daniels 
Feliks Lipenski 

Isla DaCunha 

Waugh 
Masai Ma hews 

Ari Lee  

Calabrese 
Jacob Hollingsworth 

Eliana Yonas 

Hunt 
Max Dougherty 

Dallas Briggs 

Fitzgerald 
Braylon Buck 

 

Hall 
Harley Harris 

Haroni Seifu 

Howard 
Gwendolyn Misko 

Evere  Lawrence 

Asher 
Kaydon Boldin 

Valerie Vasquez 

McNulty 
Samaira Myers-Reese 

Nevaeh Buehler 

Shuster 
Ruby Brzozowski 

Elliot DaCunha 

Aponte 
Rumitha Ansari 

Sajal Puri 

Lugenbeel 
Jaden McQuaige 

Mylie Cody 

Rose 
Zyhion Harrington 

Marcellus Lee 

Instrumental Music 

M:  James Duran Por llo 

A:  Zion Wiggins 

S: Trent Whidby 

Band:  Liam Gitau 

Art 

KT-  Noah Abraham 

KMa- Kori Knight 

KMe- Huck Dursa 

 

D1 Nova Djoric 

M1 Faiyaz Ahmmed 

W1 Tessa Addison 

 

2C Harper Deskin 

2H Selah Tuck 

 

Vocal Music 

KT-Liliana Calderon 

KMa-Robele Ayele 

KMe-Samantha Young 

 

1D-Alex Hazel 

1M-Aabru Ashraf 

1W-Brixton Misko 

 

2C-John Marshall 

2H-Maximilian Morisi 

 

Library 

3F- Alex Gurung 
3Ha - Haroni Seifu 

3Ho-Lucas Calderon 

 
4M - Jayden Diaz 

4F- Hayden Constan ne 

4S-Emily Hamburg 

 
5A - Kaiden Davis 

5L - Cheyanne Layden 

5R:  Richard Layden 

Phys. Ed. 

3F-Elijah Pe y  

3Ha -Kaleb Herring  

3Ho-Farhana Ahmmed 

 
4M-Layla Morales 

4F- Isabelle Neat 

4S-Cassidy McCargo 

 
5A -Braylon Almond  

5L -Chris Oldewurtel  

5R: Dominic Vincent 



CELEBRATIONS/BIRTHDAYS PARTIES 

In order to promote a healthy school environment and not interrupt classroom instruction, BCPS has estab-
lished procedures for individual student celebrations. If you want to provide treats for your child’s birth-
day, please see below. 

Þ Check with the child’s teacher. It is up to the classroom teacher if and when celebrations are to be 
held. Teachers will determine the time of day that will not interrupt classroom instruction. 

Þ The items need to be sent in at the beginning of the school day and left in the office. 

Þ If sending in baked goods, they MUST be purchased from a commercial food establishment. 

Þ Healthy treats are encouraged. 

Þ Food items cannot be taken into the cafeteria and distributed to groups of students. If treats/food are 
distributed in the classroom, each teacher will know their students’ allergies, dietary restrictions, and 
religious beliefs. This will ensure that all students are treated fairly and all students are kept safe. 

 
Please do not send birthday invitations for home parties to be distributed at school. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

We welcome volunteers at Harford Hills Elementary School and appreciate the  
assistance they provide with PTA activities, classroom activities and parties, library tasks, 
instructional materials such as making copies, field trips, back to school packets, and Field 
Day. If you plan to volunteer any time, you must participate in the BCPS Volunteer Orienta-
tion. 

Þ Before volunteering in any BCPS school, chaperoning a field trip, or assisting with school 
or classroom activities, each volunteer candidate must complete a BCPS Application 
for Volunteer Services Form and the online Volunteer Orientation. 

Þ This link can be found on our school website at Home - Harford Hills Elementary 
(bcps.org)  

 

Þ Training information is also on the BCPS website (www.bcps.org). Go to Parents, Family 
and Community Engagement, look to the left on the page, and click BCPS volunteers  

Þ Each volunteer should provide a copy of the application and training certificate to the 
school. Volunteer training MUST be completed every year. 

Þ Volunteer training should be completed early in the school year, but no later than one 
week prior to the activity or field trip. 

Þ All volunteers are required to register in the school office and pick up a volunteer badge 
each time they come to work in the building.  

 
To take the online training, go to Home - Baltimore County Public Schools (bcps.org) . 
Locate “parent” at the top of the website. Select Family and Community Engagement from 
the pull down menu and then select BCPS volunteers to the left of the page and follow all 
instructions to register and complete the online training. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. Volunteer orientation and screening helps ensure that stu-
dents and staff members work in a safe environment.  

CELEBRATIONS AND FOOD ALLERGIES 

If your child has a food allergy, please make sure that you send an alternative snack to school for your 
child so that he/she can participate in the festivities. 



REMINDER ABOUT  SST/IEP TEAM MEETINGS DURING THE WINTER MONTHS 

If schools open late due to inclement weather: 

Þ SST and IEP team meetings scheduled at times prior to the delayed opening time will be cancelled and rescheduled. For 
example: IF schools open one hour late (9:50 am), meetings scheduled between 9:00 and 10:00 am will not be held. If 
schools open two hours late (10:50am), meetings schedules between 9:00 and 11:00 am will not be held.  

Þ SST and IEP team meetings scheduled at times after schools open will be held. For example: IF schools open one hour late 
(9:50am). Meetings scheduled for after 10:00 am will be held. If schools open two hours late (10:50am), meetings sched-
uled after 11:00 will be held.  

 
If schools close early due to inclement weather, SST and IEP team meetings scheduled at times after the early closing will be 
cancelled and rescheduled. For example, if schools close 3 hours early (12:35pm), meetings scheduled after 11:35am will not 
be held.  

Þ You may call the school (443-809-5236) to confirm if your child’s meeting will be held or rescheduled. 
If schools are closed due to inclement weather, ALL SST and IEP team meetings will be reschedules.  
 
 

 

MATH HOMEWORK HELPERS 

Beginning the week of December 5, BCPS-TV will begin airing new episodes of “Math Homework Helpers 
Shorts.” These vignettes are short math lessons timely aligned with the elementary math curriculum for  
students in Kindergarten through Grade Five, featuring Joe Teng, Supervisor of Elementary Mathematics,  
alongside Max and Ollie, the fun, math-loving puppets from the long-running show “Math Homework  
Helpers.” New videos will be released weekly through the month of December specific to each grade level  
(K-5). Parents are encouraged to watch with their children.  “Math Homework Helpers Shorts” can be viewed 
on Schoology, YouTube, Vimeo, and on BCPS-TV Channels Fios 34/Comcast 73.  
 
On Wednesday, January 11, 2023, 4:30 – 5:30 pm, another episode of “Math Homework Helpers 
LIVE” will air LIVE on BCPS-TV Fios Channel 34 / Comcast 73, and stream live on www.bcps.org and 
the BCPS YouTube channel.  

On January 11th, students are encouraged to call in to get live, on-air help with their math   
questions during the show. Students can also submit question live via the chat box on YouTube. 
Prizes will be awarded to students who participate by calling or sending in questions via the chat 
during the live hour. 
 
The phone number to call on January 11th, from 4:30-5:30, is 410-494-1459, and the link to the 
YouTube livestream will be posted on www.bcps.org. 

Questions regarding this information should be directed to the following individual(s): Wayne Gilreath,  
Producer, Phone 443-809-4401. 

If you receive an SST or IEP team meeting notification, please let Ms. Flaherty know as soon as possible whether 
you will/will not be attending the meeting or will be participating by phone or google meets. You can do this by 
returning the Response Form or calling the school (443-809-5236). 



 

ANNUAL CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

THANK YOU TO OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF 
 
Thank you to everyone that contributed to our annual canned food drive during the month of November. Your 
generosity enabled us to provide over 20 bags of food to our school families and to donate several boxes of 
food to the Perry Hall United Methodist food pantry. We are very grateful for your kindness during this holiday 
season.  

THE GIVING TREE UPDATE 

THANK YOU TO OUR STUDENTS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY  
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the annual Giving Tree. We were able 
to help several families with mittens, scarves and earmuffs. Thank you for your 
kindness during the holiday season. 

TESTING OF ENGLISH LEARNERS 

ACCESS for ELLs (English language proficiency assessment) will be administered to Eng-
lish learners (Els) during the testing window of January 9-February 17, with additional 
time allotted for make-up testing as needed. Ms. Helou (ESOL teacher) will test Harford 
Hills Elementary School EL students in kindergarten through grade 5.The students will 
be assessed in the areas of listening, reading, speaking, and writing. Testing will be 
computer-based. If you have any questions please contact the front office.  

LOST AND FOUND 

There are MANY items in our Lost and Found, located in the cafeteria on a rack by the 
dismissal door. With the cold weather coming, please remind students to check the Lost 
and Found if they may have left something at school. 

One of our goals for the New Year is to have all students come to school and arrive on time every day. 
Please help us make sure that your child does not miss one valuable moment of the great instruction at 
Harford Hills. For late arrivals, we must follow certain procedures for our students’ safety. If a student 
arrives late to school, a parent/guardian MUST walk the child into the school and sign him/her in. The 
front door will be open for students arriving on time. When the front door is closed, this means that 
the student is late, so a parent/guardian MUST accompany the child into the main office. The side 
cafeteria door for car riders will close promptly each morning at 8:50am. (based on the school’s 
master clock). IF you are in the car line when the cafeteria door closes, you MUST park your car and 
walk your child into the school’s main office to sign him/her in. Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

LATE ARRIVALS 


